
Chapter	6:	
Encountering	Jesus	in	

the	Scriptures



OPENING PRAYER

Keep safe, O Lord, we pray, 
those whom you have saved 
by your kindness that, 
redeemed by the passion of 
our Lord, Jesus Christ, your 
Son, they may rejoice in his 
resurrection. Who lives and 
reigns for ever and ever. 
Amen.



OPENING SCRIPTURE: ACTS 3:12-21

And when Peter saw it he addressed the people, “Men of Israel, why do you wonder at this, or why do 
you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk? The God of Abraham and 
of Isaac and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his servant Jesus, whom you delivered up and 
denied in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release him. But you denied the Holy and 
Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, and killed the Author of life, whom God 
raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. And his name, by faith in his name, has made this man 
strong whom you see and know; and the faith which is through Jesus has given the man this perfect 
health in the presence of you all.

“And now, brethren, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. But what God foretold by 
the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ should suffer, he thus fulfilled. Repent therefore, and turn 
again, that your sins may be blotted out, that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the 
Lord, and that he may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, whom heaven must receive until the time 
for establishing all that God spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old.



CHAPTER 6: ENCOUNTERING JESUS IN THE 
SCRIPTURES

Key points from video 

• The Christian faith proclaims the truth that Jesus is alive in the present tense.
• Christians are seeking above all to know Christ according to his deepest 

identity.
• There are important things that history can tell us about Jesus and the time in 

which he lived his earthly life. For example, the religious, social, and political 
background of first-century Palestine; the different groups, or “parties,” in 
Judaism at that time (like Pharisees and Sadducees); the significance for a first-
century Palestinian Jew of things Jesus is reported to have said, etc.

• Knowing the true identity of Jesus is only possible by faith, yet a faith fully 
consistent with history.

• Faith is built on what happened in history, and history points to faith. 



WISDOM OF THE SAINTS 

[Jesus] will show us the way; we must look at His life 
– that is our best pattern. What more do we need 
than to have at our side so good a Friend, Who will 
not leave us in trials and tribulations, as earthly 
friends do?…When we are busy, or suffering 
persecutions or trials, when we cannot get as much 
quiet as we should like, and at seasons of aridity, we 
have a very good Friend in Christ. We look at Him as 
a Man; we think of His moments of weakness and 
times of trial; and He becomes our Companion. Once 
we have made a habit of thinking of Him in this way,
it becomes very easy to find Him at our side. – St.
Teresa of Avila 



CHAPTER 6: DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Why is purely historical knowledge about Jesus insufficient for the 
Christian?

2. How does Scripture communicate to us the deepest, true identity
of Jesus?

3. How can history be used well and how can it be misused, in 
coming to know Jesus?

4. What does it mean to say “the whole Bible is about Christ”?



FROM THE CATECHISM Jesus accepted Peter's profession of faith, which 
acknowledged him to be the Messiah, by announcing 
the imminent Passion of the Son of Man. He unveiled 
the authentic content of his messianic kingship both 
in the transcendent identity of the Son of Man "who 
came down from heaven", and in his redemptive 
mission as the suffering Servant: "The Son of Man 
came not to be served but to serve, and to give his 
life as a ransom for many." Hence the true meaning of 
his kingship is revealed only when he is raised high on 
the cross. Only after his Resurrection will Peter be 
able to proclaim Jesus' messianic kingship to the 
People of God: "Let all the house of Israel therefore 
know assuredly that God has made him both Lord and 
Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified."–CCC 440



CHAPTER 6: LIFE APPLICATION QUESTIONS 

1. How well do you think you know Jesus as a person? What might 
you do to come to know Him better?

2. When others ask you about Jesus, what do you say? What should
you tell them?

3. Have you ever been challenged about whether it is reasonable to 
believe that Jesus is the Son of God? How did you respond? How 
would you like to respond if you were asked today?



CHAPTER 6: 
KEY TERMS 

Key Terms 

• Christ: From the Greek translation of the Hebrew word Messiah, which means 
“anointed.” (In the Old Testament, prophets, priests, and kings were anointed 
with oil.) In the case of Jesus, being called “Christ” or “the Christ” corresponded 
to the Jewish expectation of a messiah who would save his people.. Further, the 
Gospels depict him as “anointed” in his human nature with the Holy Spirit for 
the sake of his saving mission. 

• Gnostic Gospels: Later texts (in some cases, written several centuries after 
Christ) that combine elements of Christian belief with other elements of Ancient 
Near-Eastern religions, producing a Christian-seeming form of what is in fact an 
early heresy or, in some cases, perhaps even a non-Christian religion. These so-
called “gospels” are sometimes touted by skeptics as providing an alternative 
account of the life of Jesus. They are not regarded by serious historians as 
credible evidence, however, since they originated much later than Jesus, were 
likely composed in geographic locations distant from Palestine, and do not 
indicate familiarity with the life and customs of first-century AD Palestine (that 
is, the historical context in which Jesus in fact lived.) 



FROM ST. POPE JOHN PAUL II 

In Christ and through Christ God has revealed himself fully to mankind and has 
definitively drawn close to it; at the same time, in Christ and through Christ 
man has acquired full awareness of his dignity, of the heights to which he is 
raised, of the surpassing worth of his own humanity, and of the meaning of his 
existence. – Redemptor Hominis (The Redeemer of Man), no. 11 



CLOSING SCRIPTURE 
1 CORINTHIANS 1:22-25

For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach Christ 
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to those who are 

called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 
God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is 

stronger than men.



CLOSING PRAYER

Leader: Our Help is in the name of the Lord.
Response: Who made heaven and earth 
All make the sign of the cross


